Preparing for Cross-Cultural Ministry


What is culture?
· Culture is the learned and shared attitudes, values, and ways of behaving of a people.

What does the Bible say about culture?

· All people are created in God’s image.
· All people are affected by the Fall.
· All people are in need of redemption.

How should we think about culture?

· Receive what is good in every culture.
· Reject what is evil in every culture.
· Redeem what is broken in every culture.

What are some common differences between Western and Non-Western cultures?

· Time and Event Orientation

· Task and Relationship Orientation

· Individualism and Collectivism

· Categorical and Holistic Thinking

· Achieved and Ascribed Status

What are some common misconceptions we may have about those to whom we minister?

· They are just like us.
· They want to be like us.
· They are so happy, because they smile and sing.
· We are the first ones to minister to them.
· What works for us will work for them.

What are some common misconceptions others may have about us?

· They think they can do anything. 

· They only care about themselves and do not care about us. 
· They are all violent and immoral. 
· All Americans are Christians.
· All Americans are rich.

Why is important to understand cultural differences?

· We do not want to cause unnecessary offense.

· We do not want the Gospel to be misunderstood.

· We do not want to hinder the ongoing ministry.

How can we apply this?

· Follow directions from missionaries and team leaders.

· Pray for wisdom and understanding.

· Seek to understand the culture.

· Assume the role of a learner.

· Beware of jumping to conclusions.
What actions should we avoid?

· Talking about your home, church, school, country, culture, food in a superior way

· Telling them the problems with their church, economy, government, or other things

· Giving them money or making promises you cannot keep

· Speaking, dressing, or behaving in a way that might be misinterpreted

What should our attitude be?
· Like Jesus who left Heaven on a mission trip (Philippians 2:3-7)

· Prefer one another (Romans 12:10)

· Greet one another (Romans 16:16)

· Accept one another (Romans 15:7)

· Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32)

· Serve one another (Galatians 5:13)

· Pray for one another (James 5:16)

· Fellowship with one another (1 John 1:7)
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”The Cultural Adjustment Map” from Public Domain Handout from Duane Elmer, 1975.
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Figure 8.1. The Cultural Adjustment Map





